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Language access in multilingual brains
• Influence of language environment

• Influence of other languages: L1 vs. L2/L3

• Influence of stereotypes

Speaker
Students of License Franco-Allemande

living in Germany

• Language Environment: L2/L3

• German (in day-to-day life)

• Target language: L3/L2

• English (occasionally)

• L1: still in use (occasionally)

• French (with friends and family)

Aim
Investigate the influence of visual stereotypes on 

language production access while the participants 

are presented with multimodal and multilingual 

stimuli to create a multilingual environment.

Prior work

Social priming influences speech perception
• Knowledge about speakers

(e.g., age (Hay et al., 2006), gender (Strand, 1999, 2000),

origin (Niedzielski, 1999))

• Stereotypical visual stimuli, e.g., stuffed animals 
(Hay & Drager, 2010)

Hypothesis: Social priming influences language production

Social stereotypes may increase likelihood of answering in a language 

matching the stereotype and possibly reduce speech initiation time

Any Questions?

Contact me here: cahrens@uoregon.edu

References upon request!

Stereotypes match 

Question
Subtitles: French

Audio: English/German

Stereotype: German/English

Question: German / English

Stereotypes mismatch

Question
Subtitles: French

Audio: German/English

Stereotype: German/English

Question: English/ German

No Stereotypes
Subtitles: French

Audio: English/German

Stereotype: None

Question: German/English
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